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forces of reaction or, if the word is preferred, Radicalism.
It may seem strange that two words which are supposed
to be diametrically opposite in meaning can be offered
as alternatives, and yet there is justification for the seem-
ing anomaly. For the Radical politician, the root-and-
branch man who will be satisfied with nothing less than
the total disappearance of the English from India, is the
same man who in moments of perfervid excitement raises
the slogan of 'Back to the Vedas', and demands that the
Englishman shall take away with him all that he has
borrowed from the Western world wherewith to equip
India; so that those whose aims would seem to be ultra-
radical are those whose vision of a reconstructed India
are ultra-conservative.

The Maharaja, however, was well aware of the influence
for good which the Boy Scout movement had had in train-
ing the younger generation to become good citizens.
Enough has been said already in the pages of this his-
tory to prove that His Highness is no faddist; he will
not countenance anything which is mere imitation for the
sake of imitation; the idea of forming troops of Boy
Scouts for the purpose of dressing them up in picturesque
uniforms would have seemed to him ridiculous and con-
temptible. It was all part of his scheme of education.
Here was a movement which was worth his support
because it taught discipline and team work, and because
it fostered habits of social service. That is why, when the
movement had become firmly established, the Govern-
ment of the State was willing to spend money upon
it, and to encourage it to the best of its power. The
troops are flourishing; the boys are enthusiastic; there are
outcasts among them, and in far-away Okhamandal a
troop of the once turbulent Vaghers testifies to the
catholicity of the idea.

And down in that same Okhamandal on the Kathiawar